
Checklist: Is My Property Ready For Vacation Rentals In 
2026? 
This list is based on government guidelines and current regulations. Failing to check any of these boxes may 
expose your business to administrative or tax penalties. Note: This content does not in any way replace the 
advice of a legal professional. Always check for the latest updates with your official local authorities. 

1. The Administrative And Legal Foundation 

​ Business Registration / EIN / UTR Obtained: Business registration completed with the 
relevant government authorities. 

​ Short-Term Rental Permit / Registration: Prior declaration made and registration/permit 
number obtained (to be displayed on all your listings). 

​ Change Of Use Authorization / Zoning Approval: Verified and obtained (mandatory in many 
major cities and high-demand areas). 

​ HOA / Leasehold Compliance: Verified that the Homeowners Association (HOA) rules or 
leasehold agreements do not prohibit short-term rentals. 

2. Energy Performance (The 2026 Requirement) 

​ Up-to-Date EPC / Energy Assessment: Energy Performance Certificate (UK) or local energy 
assessment (US) completed. 

​ Eligible Energy Rating: My property meets the minimum required energy efficiency standards. 
(Warning: Poorly rated properties are increasingly banned from being rented out in many 
municipalities). 

3. Safety And Accessibility  

​ Fire Safety: Smoke detectors installed, functional, and tested. 
​ Carbon Monoxide Risk: Carbon monoxide detector installed (if there are combustion appliances like 

gas or wood). 
​ Pool / Spa Safety: Standardized safety device (fence, alarm, or cover) in place and compliant with 

safety standards. 
​ Emergency Display: Emergency numbers and safety instructions are clearly visible and integrated into 

my Guest Guide. 

4. Contract And Stay Management  

​ Standard Contract Template: Written vacation rental agreement stating cancellation policies and the 
security deposit. 

​ Length Of Stay Limit: System in place to block bookings from the same guest beyond the maximum 
allowable consecutive days based on local short-term rental laws (not to be confused with annual 
rental caps if the property is your primary residence). 

​ Guest Registration: Procedure ready for collecting guest information if required by local law 
(automatable via your Property Management System (PMS)). 
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5. Taxation And Finances  

​ Tax Classification: Steps taken to benefit from specific tax deductions (e.g., Furnished Holiday Let 
(FHL) rules in the UK or relevant Schedule E rules in the US). 

​ Transient Occupancy Tax / Tourist Tax: Calculation settings configured for direct bookings via my 
Booking System. 

​ Business Taxes / Business Rates: I am aware of my liability for local business taxes or business rates 
(unless local exemptions apply). 

Notes 
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